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This Dutch artist
creates her own fables
in her collage works.

“l work in a studio in the middle
of the rice fields. My mind i
calmed by a big fish pond and it is
a place where my creativity works
in full force,” says Dutch artist,
Irene Hoff.

Coming trom a farm in Morth
Holland, Irene currently resides
in Bali with herchildren. The
artist received a degree in HR
rmanagement and her initial move
to Jakarta, Indonesiz was due
to herwork as a consultant ina
telecornmunications company.

Irene extended her stay when
her former bayfriend found a job
in Jakarta. After her split with
hirn, she moved to Hong Kong
for two vears and Vietnam for
tive years betore settling down
in Bali, a place she loves and
used to have a hard time leaving
when she visited the island from
Jakarta,

"I loved to draw as a child
but my careeras an artist begun
coincidentally with a collage |
rmade for my oldest daughter.
Peaple loved the piece and orders
started coming in,” Irene recalls
It has been 10 vears since Today,
she produces numerous pop

art and collage works, some of
which are inspired by her children
such as her HEROIC series She
uses a Playmobil toy as her main
subject.

"The Playrmobil toy has a
lot of sentimental value to me. |
used to play with thern and now
miy kids do too. To be honest, |
still love to play with them,” Irene
says. | am attracted to the bright
colours and the smaller details
incorporated in a piece of art. You
can only see them if you take a
closer look. | want my pieces of
art to narrate an exciting story.”
In her World of Beast series, Irene
chooses animals as her subjacts.
Her collage comprises striking
colours, patterns and motifs to
give It a certain vibrancy, detail
and life. "Once an artwork is
cormpleted, | send the image to
miy brotherwho writes the stories
about these animals. There is
always a moral element behind
the exciting stories he writes,”
she says. They are incorparated
with traditional Fastern and
Wastern influenced fables which
are suitable for children. "If | could
create my own story, | would
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create a world where people live
together in harmony.”

The overlapping and placerment
of each cut-to-perfection
material seem to belong to a
specific area and in a precise
order. With careful plans and
well-thought out concept, she
keeps everything contained and
neat within a canvas, something
that we least expect in a collage.
Yisually, this somehow gives it
an Indonesian and Japanese
touch. Irene further accentuates
a bird's characteristics through
colours and movements such as
Hanging in There and Flying Like
a Dragon from the World of Beast
collection.

To depict them, Irene uses
acrylic paint with print coated
paperwhich has patterns she
designed herself She says

she chose the pop art medium
because, "It simplifies things
and gets rid of the unnecessary
detalls, yet, it shows the
relevance of what vou need to
see.” She intends to give resin a
try, "l think it gives a nice thick
coating, a different feel and
texture to a plece of artwork.”

At a glance, questions come
into mind. Where does her
inspiration come from? What
runs through her mind when
she'sworking on her art? Where
does she get her materials? How
did she visualise where each
element should be placed? Does
she sketch them out first?

Inspired by the world and
the challenges faced by human
beings, Irene intends to inspire
people to have the drive to
achieve their own goals through »




